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The amazing difficulties that women encountered in mathematical acade-
mia in the 20th century delayed the first Fields Medal given to a woman
mathematician until 2014. The talk will start with a reminder of this appal-
ling past. It will move on to present an overview of Maryam Mirzakhani’s
life and career. We shall then locate her research in the sprawling mathe-
matical landscape, and try to explain what makes her results both special
and inspiring. X
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